
We are pleased and proud to intro-

duce to you PASTOR LAZARO RIOS.  
He was recently granted credentials in 
the Evangelical Methodist Church!    
 

Pastor Rios is the very first ethnic credential 
holder on the Southern District of the 
EMC!  At the Southern District Conference 

in June 2009, Pastor Rios was admitted into 
the EMC as "Admission on Trial ".  This 
is very exciting news!!  

 
Pastor Rios comes to us with over 20 suc-
cessful years of experience in church plant-
ing ministry, both in Mexico and in the United 

States.  His most recent experience includes 
the Church of the Nazarene in Smyrna, Georgia.  

 
Nearly three years ago, Pastor Rios planted an independent Spanish-speaking congregation in 

Marietta, Georgia, and has been using the facilities of the Gospel Light EMC.  His relationship 
with Pastor Larry Shreiner (Gospel Light) has grown, as has Pastor Rios' interest in the 
EMC. He is a good minister, a real visionary, a hard worker and also a powerful preacher.  The 

EMC is blessed to have Lazaro Rios as one of our credential holders!  We expect he will be 
ordained as an Elder  within two years, and are also looking forward to his congregation affiliat-
ing with the EMC! 

 
This is a GREAT MILESTONE  for the EMC Southern District .  Praise God for this 

and other avenues of ministry He is opening before us!    (Revelation 3:8) 

Important Ministry Milestone! 

Friendship Evangelism:  A Great Ministry Tool! 
Please keep praying for our international friends here in northeast Georgia!  God 

gave us a friendship with an immigrant family, and that relationship has flourished.   
 
Our conversations have become more personal.  Pray that we will have the opportunity to 
openly share Christ with them.  Already we are seeing changes in their lives as a result of our 

lifestyle witness, but we know that's only the start.  We sense some reluctance to discuss spiri-
tual matters.  Pray that God will overcome this! 
 

This is not merely a situation where we have made them a project.   We have found them to be 
real friends, and we look forward to spending time with each other. People need to know that 
you are genuine and not just looking for a religious òscoreó.  Even if they don't show interest, 

don't write them off.   Like the adage goes, "People don't care how much you know until they 
know how much you care".  
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L to R:  Larry and Sandie Shreiner, Lazaro Rios and 

family, Bill and Lisa Walker  

(your multi -cultural missionaries)  

P R A Y W I T H  U S :  

¶ Praise God for Pastor 

Lazaro Rios, our first 

ethnic credential holder 

on this district!  

¶ Praise God for the con-

tacts we are making!  (Too 

numerous to detail in a 

letter, and most are still in 

development.)  

¶ Pray for God to guide 

Rockdale EMC (Conyers, 

GA)  as we strategize with 

them to reach Hispanic  

people in their commu-

nity.  

¶ Pray for God to guide 

Faith EMC  (Douglasville, 

GA)  as we strategize with 

them to reach Nigerian  

people in their commu-

nity.  

¶ Pray fervently for our 

needed financial support!  

$2,000 more in monthly 

giving for living and minis-

try expenses.  THIS IS 

URGENT!  

¶ Pray for immigrant friends 

close to our home that we 

can reach them for Christ!  

¶ Pray for the Haitian 

church in Florida in the 

affiliation process.  

¶ Pray for the ministry to 

Spanish-speaking residents 

in two prisons. In  Clio, AL 

there are two converted 

Hispanic inmates studying 

Bible courses from Bill 

through the mail.  Also, 

Bill has submitted volun-

teer paperwork to the 

Natchez, MS prison. This 

ministry will be coordi-

nated through EMC chap-

lain Rev. Robbie Strong.  

¶ Pray for us as we help 

prepare for a future multi-

cultural ministry training 

summit in Spartanburg, 

South Carolina. (Ethnic 

America Network)  

R E A C H I N G N A T I O N S   

W I T H I N  O U R   

N A T I O N ! ! !  
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One of the key laymen 

with his family  

Thank you to our Supporters!! 

 Visionary Haitian Ministry in Florida 
On June 13-14 of this year, 

Bill traveled with 
Vernon Perkins 
to Homestead, 
Florida to meet 

for the very first 
time with Pastor 
Johannes Baze-

lais.   
 
He  immigrated 

from Haiti with 
his family a few 
years ago, and 

started an inde-
pendent Creole-
speaking congre-

gation in Homestead. 

Pastor Bazelais contacted 

the Evangelical Methodist 
Church, expressing an in-
terest in affiliation.  We 
have begun this process, 

but it will take time!   
 
Presently we are in the 

relationship-building stage.  
That is very important in 
cross-cultural ministry, and 

must not be overlooked! 
 
Please pray as we nurture 

this relationship.  We have 
a head start because they 
contacted the EMC first. 

 

There are some 50 mem-

bers who attend already.  
They are very Wesleyan in 
theology, and very Haitian 
in worship style!   It was 

such a thrilling experience 
to be in their church!  Bill 
felt like he was on a mis-

sions trip...well, he was!! 
 
They are not in a hurry to 

start church nor to get 
finished.  Most non-
Western cultures are fo-

cused on the event, not the 
clock; and òchurchó is often 
something you do more 

than a place you go to. 
 

have made adjustments, but 

eventually the ministry will 
suffer as a result of cuts.   
 
These are tough times for 

everyone.  God is faithfully 
providing for us.   
 

Please pray that God will 
impress upon many who 
supported our previous 

ministry in Mexico to rein-
state their giving, and help 
keep this effective multicul-

tural ministry going.  It can-

Thank you very much to 

each one who supports us 
in this important multi-
cultural work !  We could 
not do it without you!  May 

God reward your generos-
ity and sacrifice and supply 
your needs.  (Phil. 4:19) 

 
By God's grace, we have 
been able to maintain this 

fledgling ministry.  The in-
come really needs to be 
about $2,000 more than 

present.  Obviously we 

not continue otherwise. 

 
If you are not presently 
supporting this MULTI-
CULTURAL MINISTRY and 

would like to do so, please 
send your gift to:  
 

EMC Southern District 
Multi -Cultural Ministry  
PO BOX 116  

Franklin Springs,  GA 
30639  

 ALL GIFTS ARE  

TAX DEDUCTIBLE! 

Dade county, and even 

send ethnic evangelists as 

missionaries back to Haiti. 

 
The EMC can help in this 
way--offering ministry train-

ing in conjunction with 

their discipleship in the 
local church.   
 
Pray for Brother 

Johannes! He 
seems to be a 
good leader who 

has the respect, 
love and admira-
tion of his peo-

ple.  
 

Bill is planning trips to 

Homestead this Fall to help 
with leadership train-
ing!!      Keep Praying! 

We were so impressed 

with this group of Haitian 
believers be-
cause the laity 
shares the 

pastorõs evan-
gelistic vision!   
 

P a s t o r  
Johannes has 
a strong group 

of men sur-
rounding him 
and is actively discipling 

them to be church planters.  
The vision is to reach the 
150,000+ Haitians in Miami-

Pastor Johannes, wife Nelisse  

and three daughters 

Haitian Christians in Homestead 
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