
Saturday, May 10th, was the graduation ceremony for 

Jacob Hernandez and Edna Corral, our two seniors 

this year.  It was a high point for the school cycle and 

a real honor for us to participate!  We thank God that 

He has seen fit to let us have a hand in their training.  

Brother Tino brought the challenge to the graduates, 

John and Paula Gentry sent letters of congratulation 

(since they knew Jacob and Edna as freshmen and 

were very close). 

 

Praise the Lord with us for this year of teaching!  He 

was good to us, supplying the Life and Truth Bible 

Institute with competent and enthusiastic teachers on 

campus.  We had a total of 7 adjunct professors, three 

of which are ordained elders in the Mexico Methodist 

Church, a sister denomination in Mexico which shares 

our Wesleyan heritage and holiness message.  The 

other four are part of the Mexican Evangelistic Mission 

(EMC in Mexico).  We look forward to hearing good 

reports from these two alumni as they serve God in 

His Vineyard.   

 

Jacob was already ministering in an independent con-

gregation in Torreon.  He is in partnership with his 

father, and has an ever-increasing role in that church, 

right in Torreon!  Edna has been assigned to the MEM 

church in El Pueblito, in the state of Vera Cruz.  She 

was appointed there after an effective summer minis-

try in the childrenõs outreach center in Torreon

(where Meda Jane Leach worked hard for several 

years). 

 

We are pleased that Edna will be serving in a church 

that is near a larger, better established congregation 

with a seasoned elder as the pastor who can mentor 

her.  She is only  about 20 years old.  During the past 

two years we have watched her mature spiritually and 

in ministry.  We are confident that she is ready to 

enter full-time ministry.  Godõs long-term call for Edna 

is to serve as a missionary.  Within a few years, she 

will be eligible to be sent to another country, much 

like Lupita Rocha is now!  Pray for Edna! 

 

Special thanks also goes to all who have supported the 

Life and Truth Bible Institute!  We could not produce 

these ministers without your generosity! 

Grand Graduation of the Life and Truth Bible Institute 
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P R A Y E R   

R E Q U E S T S  

¶ Revival in the 

Mexican EMC; 

we need a re-

newed evangel-

istic fervor and 

commitment to 

the message of 

Scriptural Holi-

ness. 

¶ Recent gradu-

ates Edna and 

Jacob as they go 

from full -time 

students to full -

time ministers  

¶ Follow -up minis-

try by the Tor-

reon EMC in the 

area where 

some 500 Gos-

pels were dis-

tributed ñwe 

know cult mem-

bers like Jeho-

vahõs Witnesses 

and Mormons 

will follow to try 

and snatch away 

the Seed 

¶ More pastors for 

the EMC of 

Mexico to fill 

empty pulpits  

¶ The election of 

a new Mexican 

General Super-

intendent in 

2010 

¶ The search for a 

qualified Mexi-

can to Direct 

the Life and 

Truth Bible In-

stitute  

Bill gives the diplomas to Edna and Jacob 

accompanied by the Institute board mem-

bers:  L2R: Bill, Hector Hernandez, Tino 

Cardenas, Patricia Chavez, Ken 

Swearingen, Edna Corral 

Jacob with his sister and friend after the 

graduation ceremony 

Tino Cardenas offers the Prayer of Com-

mission for the Graduates at the conclusion 

of the ceremony. 



P A G E  2  

Over 500 

homes 

received a 

Gospel of 

John during 

the first 

week of 

July! 

 

Major Moves:  Changes to the Bible Institute 
Although the Institute had floundered 

for some years, it reopened in August 

2005 and in the Fall 2006 saw an enroll-

ment of eleven students, the highest in 

many years.  The Walkers arrived back 

in Mexico at the same time, and Bill 

jumped in with both feet relishing his 9-

hour teaching load. 

However, this great momentum began 

to wane.  We sensed there was insuffi-

cient enthusiasm for the Institute within 

the ranks of MEM clergy, despite the 

good number of students we had.  We 

also knew that a couple of students 

were not sincere about being called to 

ministry.  Sadly, some students left and 

we had trouble recruiting new ones.  By 

the end of the 2007-2008 school year, 

only 3 remained, and two of these 

graduated! Despite good efforts in pro-

moting the Bible Institute, there were 

only 3 prospective students for the fall 

term of 2008, and one of them was un-

committed. 

In early 2007, the Board of World Mis-

sions made the HEART-RENDING DE-

CISION that it could no longer justify the 

high cost of the Bible Institute unless 

there were at least 10 students enrolled 

on-campus.  The LTBI administrative 

board appointed a task force (headed by 

Lupita Rocha) to research the problem.  

This set into motion several months of 

research and prayer.  The Mexican pas-

tors told the task force members that the 

problem is not the Institute per se, but 

rather a general need of revival.  While 

secular education is important to most 

Mexicans, few are following Godõs call to 

ministry. 

After compiling the survey data and 

evaluating the results, the task force rec-

ommended that the Institute campus 

program be suspended for at least one 

school year. 

Presently we cannot say what the long-term 

outlook for the Life and Truth Bible Insti-

tute is.  We truly plead for your ongoing 

prayer for this matter. 

*    *    * 

The good news is that the Institute exten-

sion center in Monterrey is flourishing!  The 

costs are much lower in the extension cen-

ter and thereõs good interest in the program 

on part of the area pastors and laymen. 

Praise God with us for Isai Rosas and his 

wife Gema.  (Isai is the pastor of one of the 

four MEM churches in Monterrey).  To-

gether, they have been operating that exten-

sion center for several years in addition to 

their pastoral ministry and secular employ-

ment!   We could not have maintained this 

center nor made so much academic pro-

gress without their faithfulness and hard 

work! 

Pastor Jamie Gremillion prepares his 
ñchalk talkò  for the open air meeting 

Cheryl makes a balloon animal Making a banner for the events! 

The Friend family (led by Josiah Walker) 
distributing Gospels of John in Torreon 
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This missions trip was unlike any other.  

Rather than bringing lots of youth and a 

few adults, the group was comprised of 5 

families from Covenant EMC.  Yes, they 

traveled to Mexico with their kids because 

they want to expose their children to mis-

sions at an early age, establishing evangel-

ism and service as a priority for the Chris-

tian family.  We applaud this commitment 

and creativity!  Thank you Covenant! 

Pray for Pastor Rosa Garza as she leads 

the Torreon EMC in following up on these 

18 homes in the Nueva Merced sector of 

Torreon!  Already, there are two families 

from Pastor Rosyõs church who have vol-

unteered to minister in this new area of 

town.  Pray for Beto and Lupita and also 

for Antonio and Christi as they serve.  We 

trust God that a new congregation will be 

born!   

June 30ñJuly 7, 2008 was an impacting 

week of hard work and enthusiastic minis-

try! 

Covenant Evangelical Methodist Church 

from Morgantown, WV came to Torreon 

and served God by doing needed mainte-

nance on the Bible Institute campus. 

The emphasis of the week was on the 

spiritual ministry.  Over 500 copies of the 

Gospel of John were given to homes in the 

Nueva Merced sector of Torreon. The 

EMC in Torreon (Life and Truth Church) 

participated and is to do the follow-up 

ministry in that area.  Eighteen families said 

they wanted to learn more and would 

attend a Bible study. 

We thank God for the dozens of children 

and adults who came to the evening pro-

grams and watched the evangelistic movies. 


